




  

Post-War America!Post-War America!

Germany defeated – Apr. 11, 1945

Japan surrenders – Sept. 2, 1945

Veterans return home en masse.

Massive housing shortages.

Victory Day in NYC – Jan. 12, 1946

and then...



  

Baby Baby 
Boom!Boom!

AHHH!!! 
TOO MANY!

WOOHOO!

CAMERA MAN 
IS CUTE...AWW! 

BABIES!

SRLSY?

… ZZZZZZZZZZZZ … 



  

Design ContextDesign Context

Optimism!!!

Visionary Futuristic Fantasies!!

Commercialization of innovative new wartime technologies! 

Steel supplies rationed :(

Huge housing shortages :( :(





  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

The Lustron Home DesignThe Lustron Home Design

Factory Fabricated Modular

Modern, Sleek, & Classy

Accessible for Disabled Veterans

Low Maintenance 

Porcelain Enameled Steel



  



  





  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

The Rise and Fall of LustronThe Rise and Fall of Lustron

● Founded in January 1947 by Carl Strandlund

● $12.5 million Reconstruction Finance Corporation loan (Federal)

● Additional loans to complete factory and operations

● About 3,000 homes total fabricated and erected

● Lustron declares bankruptcy in 1950



  



  



  





  





  



  



  



  



  





  

Make no Small PlansMake no Small Plans


